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Series:  Sit. Walk. Stand.
Today:  The Way Things Really Are
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Ephesians 1:1-14
Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God,
To God’s holy people in Ephesus, the faithful in Christ Jesus:
2 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

1.  The Way Things Really Are

A.  In Christ, we are chosen for God’s purposes.

3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. 4 For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight.

11 In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, 12 in order that we, who were the first to put our hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory. 

B.  In Christ, we are adopted children.

In love 5 he predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will— 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves.

C.  In Christ, we have redemption by grace.

7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace 8 that he lavished on us.

D.  In Christ, we have the seal of the Holy Spirit.

13 And you also were included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation. When you believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession—to the praise of his glory.

2.  Revisiting the Tension Between Free Will and Election

11 In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will,

A.  Four Clear Bible Teachings

* God wants all people to come to salvation.

2 Peter 3:9
The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.

* All people are responsible for their choices.

Romans 3:22-24
There is no difference between Jew and Gentile, 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and all are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.

* All believers are charged to share the gospel.

* God draws people unto Himself.

John 12:32
But I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to myself." 

Acts 16:14 
One of those listening was a woman named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth from the city of Thyatira, who was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul's message.

B.  Regarding the salvation of others, partner with God.


C.  Regarding your own salvation, praise God!
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