10-20-13 Sermon Notes


R.S.V.P. Answering God’s Call On Your Life
Speaker: Ronnie Norman
Today:  A Timely Call

1.  The OT Book of Esther

A. One of two named for a woman
B. Events occur historically between Ezra chaps 6 & 7
C. Records God preserving His people from through Queen Esther
2.  Main Characters
A. Xerxes = King of Superficial
B. Vashti = A Queen Once Removed
C. Esther = Beauty Queen on a Mission 
D. Mordecai = Esther’s Courageous Senator Cousin  
E. Haaman = Little Man in A Big Position
F. God = Unnamed but Ever Present.  
3. Story Plot
A.  Party at the Palace
Esther 1

 1 These events happened in the days of King Xerxes, who reigned over 127 provinces stretching from India to Ethiopia. 2 At that time Xerxes ruled his empire from his royal throne at the fortress of Susa. 3 In the third year of his reign, he gave a banquet for all his nobles and officials. He invited all the military officers of Persia and Media as well as the princes and nobles of the provinces. 4 The celebration lasted 180 days—a tremendous display of the opulent wealth of his empire and the pomp and splendor of his majesty. 

 5 When it was all over, the king gave a banquet for all the people, from the greatest to the least, who were in the fortress of Susa. It lasted for seven days and was held in the courtyard of the palace garden. 6 The courtyard was beautifully decorated with white cotton curtains and blue hangings, which were fastened with white linen cords and purple ribbons to silver rings embedded in marble pillars. Gold and silver couches stood on a mosaic pavement of porphyry, marble, mother-of-pearl, and other costly stones. 

 7 Drinks were served in gold goblets of many designs, and there was an abundance of royal wine, reflecting the king’s generosity. 8 By edict of the king, no limits were placed on the drinking, for the king had instructed all his palace officials to serve each man as much as he wanted. 

 9 At the same time, Queen Vashti gave a banquet for the women in the royal palace of King Xerxes. 

 10 On the seventh day of the feast, when King Xerxes was in high spirits because of the wine, he told the seven eunuchs who attended him … 11 to bring Queen Vashti to him with the royal crown on her head. He wanted the nobles and all the other men to gaze on her beauty, for she was a very beautiful woman. 12 But when they conveyed the king’s order to Queen Vashti, she refused to come. This made the king furious, and he burned with anger. 
B. Good-bye Vashti
… Queen Vashti was forever banished from the presence of King Xerxes, and the king was advised to choose another queen more worthy than she. 

C. Queen Contest
 16 Esther was taken to King Xerxes at the royal palace in early winter of the seventh year of his reign. 17 And the king loved Esther more than any of the other young women. He was so delighted with her that he set the royal crown on her head and declared her queen instead of Vashti. 
D. Haaman vs. Mordecai & his people
E. Esther to the rescue
11 “All the king’s officials and even the people in the provinces know that anyone who appears before the king in his inner court without being invited is doomed to die unless the king holds out his gold scepter. And the king has not called for me to come to him for thirty days.” 

 13 Mordecai sent this reply to Esther: “Don’t think for a moment that because you’re in the palace you will escape when all other Jews are killed. 14 If you keep quiet at a time like this, deliverance and relief for the Jews will arise from some other place, but you and your relatives will die. Who knows if perhaps you were made queen for just such a time as this?” 

 15 Then Esther sent this reply to Mordecai: 16 “Go and gather together all the Jews of Susa and fast for me. Do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. My maids and I will do the same. And then, though it is against the law, I will go in to see the king. If I must die, I must die.” 

4.  Key Points

A.  Abundant blessings can lead to enormous impact or indulgence – it’s your choice.  
“Who knows if perhaps you were made queen for just such a time as this?”

“And then, though it is against the law, I will go in to see the king. If I must die, I must die.”
Mission = serving God & others

Shadow Mission = serving yourself

B.  God can use you but God isn’t dependent upon you.
C. God’s call in your life involves others. 
D.  Accepting God’s call in your life will involve courage.
