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Sermon Notes 5-25-14

THE STORY CHAPTER 14 

A KINGDOM TORN IN TWO

SPEAKER:  RONNIE NORMAN, SENIOR MINISTER

1.  Two Key Figures 

A.  Rehoboam
· Solomon’s Son
· Became King of Southern Kingdom (Judah)
· A King Who Wouldn’t Listen

B.  Jeroboam

· Solomon’s Cabinet Member
· Not Solomon’s Son
· Became King of Northern Kingdom (Israel)
· A Pragmatist King

1 Kings 12:1-15

Rehoboam went to Shechem, for all Israel had gone there to make him king. 2 When Jeroboam son of Nebat heard this (he was still in Egypt, where he had fled from King Solomon), he returned from[a] Egypt. 3 So they sent for Jeroboam, and he and the whole assembly of Israel went to Rehoboam and said to him: 4 “Your father put a heavy yoke on us, but now lighten the harsh labor and the heavy yoke he put on us, and we will serve you.”

5 Rehoboam answered, “Go away for three days and then come back to me.” So the people went away.

6 Then King Rehoboam consulted the elders who had served his father Solomon during his lifetime. “How would you advise me to answer these people?” he asked.

7 They replied, “If today you will be a servant to these people and serve them and give them a favorable answer, they will always be your servants.”

8 But Rehoboam rejected the advice the elders gave him and consulted the young men who had grown up with him and were serving him. 9 He asked them, “What is your advice? How should we answer these people who say to me, ‘Lighten the yoke your father put on us’?”

10 The young men who had grown up with him replied, “These people have said to you, ‘Your father put a heavy yoke on us, but make our yoke lighter.’ Now tell them, ‘My little finger is thicker than my father’s waist. 11 My father laid on you a heavy yoke; I will make it even heavier. My father scourged you with whips; I will scourge you with scorpions.’”

12 Three days later Jeroboam and all the people returned to Rehoboam, as the king had said, “Come back to me in three days.” 13 The king answered the people harshly. Rejecting the advice given him by the elders, 14 he followed the advice of the young men and said, “My father made your yoke heavy; I will make it even heavier. My father scourged you with whips; I will scourge you with scorpions.” 15 So the king did not listen to the people, for this turn of events was from the Lord, to fulfill the word the Lord had spoken to Jeroboam son of Nebat through Ahijah the Shilonite.
2.  Rehoboam lost out by listening to bad advice.

A.  Am I listening to the right people?

B.  Am I seeking advice or seeking agreement?

C.  Leaders who last consider the needs of others first.  

“We lead by being human, not by being corporate” - Paul Hawken
1 Kings 12:27-30

The Story p 196

27 If these people go up to offer sacrifices at the temple of the Lord in Jerusalem, they will again give their allegiance to their lord, Rehoboam king of Judah. They will kill me and return to King Rehoboam.”

28 After seeking advice, the king Jeroboam made two golden calves. He said to the people, “It is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem. Here are your gods, Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt.” 29 One he set up in Bethel, and the other in Dan. 30 And this thing became a sin; the people came to worship the one at Bethel and went as far as Dan to worship the other.
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3.  Lessons from Jeroboam
A.  Unbridled pragmatism can lead to an “anything that works” mentality that marginalizes Kingdom principles.

B.  Pragmatism aversion can lead to a suffocating stubbornness that refuses to recognize that Kingdom principles may be applied in many different ways.

C.  The stakes go up for leaders because you bring everyone under you into the results of your decisions. 

He did evil in the eyes of the Lord. During his entire reign he did not turn away from the sins of Jeroboam son of Nebat, which he had caused Israel to commit.

