Sermon Notes 3-30-14


The Story:  Chapter Eight
Today:  A Few Good Men … And Women
Speaker; Ronnie Norman
1.  The Story of Judges in One Verse

Judges 21:25
In those days Israel had no king; all the people did whatever seemed right in their own eyes.

“I want to do what I want to do, whenever I want to do it, with whomever I want to do it with, as long as nobody gets hurt.” 

· Those who care about you.

· Those who follow you.
· You.

2.  The Sin Cycle in Judges

· Disobedience

· Discipline
· Repentance
· Deliverance

Judges 2:18-19

18 Whenever the Lord raised up a judge for them, he was with the judge and saved them out of the hands of their enemies as long as the judge lived; for the Lord relented because of their groaning under those who oppressed and afflicted them. 19 But when the judge died, the people returned to ways even more corrupt than those of their ancestors, following other gods and serving and worshiping them. They refused to give up their evil practices and stubborn ways.

3.  Three Judges of Note

· Deborah

· Gideon
· Samson
· Hair
· Strength
· Delilah Honey Trap
Judges 16:15-17, The Story p. 117
 15 Then she said to him, "How can you say, 'I love you,' when you won't confide in me? This is the third time you have made a fool of me and haven't told me the secret of your great strength." 16 With such nagging she prodded him day after day until he was tired to death. 

 17 So he told her everything. "No razor has ever been used on my head," he said, "because I have been a Nazirite set apart to God since birth. If my head were shaved, my strength would leave me, and I would become as weak as any other man." 

Judges 16:20, The Story p 118
He awoke from his sleep and thought, "I'll go out as before and shake myself free."  But he did not know that the LORD had left him. 

He trivialized what he should have treasured.

4.  Where Is God In These Stories?
Psalm 32:3-5 (NLT)
When I refused to confess my sin, I was weak and miserable, and I groaned all day long. Day and night your hand of discipline was heavy on me. My strength evaporated like water in the summer heat. Finally, I confessed all my sins to you and stopped trying to hide them. I said to myself, "I will confess my rebellion to the Lord." And you forgave me! All my guilt is gone. 

