5-29-16 Sermon Notes


Message Series:  Obstacle Course

Today: Doubt & Uncertainty
Speaker: Ronnie Norman
The Big Idea:  Doubt Is A Normal And Unavoidable Part Of The Human Experience.  

Matthew 28:16-17

16 Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted.
Jude 22  
Be merciful to those who doubt 

2 Corinthians 5:7

We live by faith, not by sight.

Mark 9:22-24

But if you can do anything, take pity on us and help us." 

 23" 'If you can'?" said Jesus. "Everything is possible for him who believes." 

 24Immediately the boy's father exclaimed, "I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!" 

1. Doubt And Uncertainty Can Propel Us To A More Robust Faith.
2.  Types of Doubt

A.  Emotional Doubt

· Wounded Believer
Romans 8:26

In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless groans
B.  Factual Doubt

· Skepticism

· Cynicism

“Unless I see and touch Jesus, I will not believe.” – Thomas the apostle

“What is truth?” – Pontius Pilate

C.  Volitional Doubt

· Do you want to believe?
Hebrews 3:12-13

12 See to it, brothers and sisters, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away from the living God. 13 But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called “Today,” so that none of you may be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness.
3.  Take Home Points

A.  There is a big difference between honest doubt and unbelief.
B.  Stay in the light with your uncertainties.

C.  The elephant in the doubting room for many is a secret.

Psalm 32:1-5

1 Blessed is the one whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.
2 Blessed is the one whose sin the Lord does not count against them and in whose spirit is no deceit.
3 When I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all day long.
4 For day and night your hand was heavy on me; my strength was sapped as in the heat of summer.
5 Then I acknowledged my sin to you and did not cover up my iniquity. I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord.” And you forgave the guilt of my sin.
