1-19-14 Sermon Notes


Series:  HD Church  - Sharpening the Focus of Our Vision
Today:  Growing As Lifelong Disciples

Speaker: Ronnie Norman
 
G3 graphic – “Go to make a difference”, “Grow to be like Christ”, “Gather to worship and connect””
 
Our Vision | GATHER + GROW + GO 

· GATHER in large groups to praise and in smaller groups to connect.
· GROW as lifelong, enthusiastic followers of Jesus through Bible study, prayer and generosity.
· GO make a bold difference for Jesus at home, at church, in the community and beyond.
· GROW as lifelong, enthusiastic followers of Jesus through Bible study, prayer and generosity.

 
1.  Lifelong, Enthusiastic Disciples of Jesus
 
2 Corinthians 4:16-18 - The Message
So we’re not giving up. How could we! Even though on the outside it often looks like things are falling apart on us, on the inside, where God is making new life, not a day goes by without his unfolding grace.
 
Neos = Chronologically Recent  (Age)
 
Kairos = Qualitatively Fresh (God’s renewing work)
 
Psalm 92:12-15
 12 The righteous will flourish like a palm tree, they will grow like a cedar of Lebanon; 13 planted in the house of the LORD, they will flourish in the courts of our God. 14 They will still bear fruit in old age, they will stay fresh and green,  15 proclaiming, “The LORD is upright; he is my Rock, and there is no wickedness in him.”
 
Titus 2:2-5
2 Teach the older men to be temperate, worthy of respect, self-controlled, and sound in faith, in love and in endurance.
 3 Likewise, teach the older women to be reverent in the way they live, not to be slanderers or addicted to much wine, but to teach what is good. 4 Then they can urge the younger women to love their husbands and children, 5 to be self-controlled and pure, to be busy at home, to be kind, and to be subject to their husbands, so that no one will malign the word of God.
 
2.  Bible Knowledge 
“… Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
 – 2 Peter 3:18
 
2 Timothy 3:15-16
… from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,
 
A. Hear the Bible as the Voice of God.
 
“Man shall not live by bread alone but by every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.”  - Jesus
 
B. Hear the Bible biographically.
 
C. Hear the Bible with bigger visions than our lives in mind.
 
D. Hear the Bible in a gospel-centered way – faith, repentance & forgiveness in Jesus Christ.
 
Dallas Willard – Knowing Christ Today
God is no fonder of intellectual slackers than any other slackers.  If you are thinking of becoming a Christian, I warn you that you are embarking on something which is going to take the whole of you-brains and all…One reason why it needs no special education to be a Christian is that Christianity is an education in itself.
 
3.  Prayer
 
“… keep on praying” – Romans 12:12
 
“God is able to do exceedingly, abundantly more than we can ask or imagine, according to His power which is at work in us . . .” Ephesians 3:20
 
“For nothing is impossible with God.” Luke 1:37
 
“Is anything too hard for the LORD?” Genesis 18:14
 
“I am the LORD, the God of all flesh. Is anything too hard for Me?” Jeremiah 32:27
 
“With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.” Matthew 19:26
 
“What is impossible with man is possible with God.” Luke 18:27
 
“Call unto Me and I will answer and I will show you great and mighty things that you know not.” Jeremiah 33:3
 
4.  Generosity
 
“… since you excel in everything—see that you also excel in this grace of giving.” – 2 Corinthians 8:7
 
* Generosity flows out of abundant gratitude. 
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