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1.    These Are The Days Of Elijah
 
The Bible Flow
·      Movement #1:  Creation & Garden
·      Movement #2:  Israel
·      Movement #3:  Jesus
·      Movement #4:  Church
·      Movement #5:  New Creation & New Garden
 
 
Kingdom of Israel History
 
Saul
David
Solomon
 
Divided Kingdom
 
Northern (Israel)        Southern (Judah)
Samaria             Jerusalem
930-722 BC           930-586 BC
19 Kings (all bad)          20 Kings (8 good)
Assyrian              Babylonian
 
 
PROPHETS
 
·      The prophets were God’s messengers who spoke the right truths at the right time in order to turn hearts back to God.
 
1 Kings 18  (NLT)
 
16 … Ahab went out to meet Elijah.
1 Kings 21:25
There was never anyone like Ahab, who sold himself to do evil in the eyes of the Lord, urged on by Jezebel his wife.
 
16 … Ahab went out to meet Elijah. 17 When Ahab saw him, he exclaimed, “So, is it really you, you troublemaker of Israel?”
 
18 “I have made no trouble for Israel,” Elijah replied. “You and your family are the troublemakers, for you have refused to obey the commands of the Lord and have worshiped the images of Baal instead. 19 Now summon all Israel to join me at Mount Carmel, along with the 450 prophets of Baal and the 400 prophets of Asherah who are supported by Jezebel.”
20 So Ahab summoned all the people of Israel and the prophets to Mount Carmel. 21 Then Elijah stood in front of them and said, “How much longer will you waver, hobbling between two opinions? If the Lord is God, follow him! But if Baal is God, then follow him!” But the people were completely silent.
22 Then Elijah said to them, “I am the only prophet of the Lord who is left, but Baal has 450 prophets. 23 Now bring two bulls. The prophets of Baal may choose whichever one they wish and cut it into pieces and lay it on the wood of their altar, but without setting fire to it. I will prepare the other bull and lay it on the wood on the altar, but not set fire to it. 24 Then call on the name of your god, and I will call on the name of the Lord. The god who answers by setting fire to the wood is the true God!” And all the people agreed.
 
27 About noontime Elijah began mocking them. “You’ll have to shout louder,” he scoffed, “for surely he is a god! Perhaps he is daydreaming, or is relieving himself. Or maybe he is away on a trip, or is asleep and needs to be wakened!”
 
36 At the usual time for offering the evening sacrifice, Elijah the prophet walked up to the altar and prayed, “O Lord, God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, prove today that you are God in Israel and that I am your servant. Prove that I have done all this at your command. 37 O Lord, answer me! Answer me so these people will know that you, O Lord, are God and that you have brought them back to yourself.”
38 Immediately the fire of the Lord flashed down from heaven and burned up the young bull, the wood, the stones, and the dust. It even licked up all the water in the trench! 39 And when all the people saw it, they fell face down on the ground and cried out, “The Lord—he is God! Yes, the Lord is God!”
 
 
1 Kings 19
Now Ahab told Jezebel everything Elijah had done and how he had killed all the prophets with the sword. 2 So Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah to say, “May the gods deal with me, be it ever so severely, if by this time tomorrow I do not make your life like that of one of them.”
3 Elijah was afraid and ran for his life. When he came to Beersheba in Judah, he left his servant there, 4 while he himself went a day’s journey into the wilderness.
He came to a broom tree, sat down under it and prayed that he might die. "I have had enough, Lord," he said. "Take my life; I am no better than my ancestors." [5] Then he lay down under the tree and fell asleep.
 
All at once an angel touched him and said, "Get up and eat." [6] He looked around, and there by his head was a cake of bread baked over hot coals, and a jar of water. He ate and drank and then lay down again.
 
H.A.L.T.
 
Hungry
Angry
Lonely
Tired  
 
    [7] The angel of the Lord came back a second time and touched him and said, "Get up and eat, for the journey is too much for you." [8] So he got up and ate and drank. Strengthened by that food, he traveled forty days and forty nights until he reached Horeb, the mountain of God. [9] There he went into a cave and spent the night.
    And the word of the Lord came to him: "What are you doing here, Elijah?"
    [10] He replied, "I have been very zealous for the Lord God Almighty. The Israelites have rejected your covenant, broken down your altars, and put your prophets to death with the sword. I am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill me too."
  
    [11] The Lord said, "Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of the Lord, for the Lord is about to pass by." Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apart and shattered the rocks before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind. After the wind there was an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake. 12 After the earthquake came a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire. And after the fire came a gentle whisper. 13 When Elijah heard it, he pulled his cloak over his face and went out and stood at the mouth of the cave.
Then a voice said to him, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 14 He replied, “I have been very zealous for the Lord God Almighty. The Israelites have rejected your covenant, torn down your altars, and put your prophets to death with the sword. I am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill me too.” 
 
[15] The Lord said to him, "Go back the way you came, and go to the Desert of Damascus. When you get there, anoint Hazael king over Aram … Also, anoint Jehu son of Nimshi king over Israel, and anoint Elisha… to succeed you as prophet … I reserve seven thousand in Israel--all whose knees have not bowed down to Baal and all whose mouths have not kissed him."
 
 2.  Where Are We In All This?
 
A.  We will not passively drift into ultimate allegiance to God; we must choose.
 
·      Control
·      Approval
·      Comfort
·      Power
 
B. Our willingness to stand alone and strong can be a tipping point for something extraordinary.
 
·      Go when easier to stay
·      Stay when easier to go
·      Get help when easier to hide
·      Speak out when easier to keep quiet
 
C. You will have spiritual mountaintops and valleys for as long as you live.
 
D.  Sometimes, the purposes of God and the love of God are such that He will not answer your prayers with a yes.
 
3.  Where Is Jesus In All This?
 
A.  Elijah faced crazy odds just like Jesus and both were vindicated by the power of God.
 
B.  Elijah passed his mantle to Elisha just like Jesus passed His assignment to us.
 
C.  Hosea married a prostitute and even bought her back just like Jesus who loves us in spite of ourselves.
