Sermon: Game of Thrones – The Beginning of the End
(Fall of Israel)
06.08.14
Speaker: Jim Howard – Series: The Story

Intro:

· VBS – Anna – 11th commandment
· Communication Card (Slide) –

· Info

· Prayer Requests

· We are walking through The Story
Spank Illustration:

· Just celebrated my 3rd wedding anniversary. 
· My wife and I were reminiscing on that day… (Picture)

· Night before – My wife went to get this thing called Spanx. 

· (Never heard of it)

· (Apparently it pulls things in, shapes)

· She was upset – no one there.  But I just kept thinking about “what is this amazing material?”

3 years later and 6 months off my diet. 

· Did great for 10 months. Healthy.  Eating right, exercise. 

· Last 6 months, terrible. 

A couple of months ago, I heard a guy talk about Spanx for men. 

I thought, “What? Something that lifts and shapes”

So I went over to First Colony Mall (over at Dilliards) and purchased the “Man Spanx”

The lady actually said, “If you want to get into a fight with something, go fight with your wife, not a shirt.”

But the promise of hiding 2-4 inches was too alluring and I spent $50.00+ dollars on the shirt. 

First clue, this was not smart…

· Its this size..

· Read the instructions… (aloud)
· Very tight to get on and impossible to get off. 

Huge struggle on trying to have it another way than the best way. 

· Kristie was in other room, could have helped. (Called out to her).
· But I struggled and it was all due to my pride. 

God knows our struggles and responds to faith. 
· That is where we start the story today.

A struggle that looks to themselves ends in defeat.(Israel)

A struggle that looks to God ends victorious. (Judah).

We are in Chapter 16 of the Story! 

· Glad you have the book (Chronological Bible)

· Isn’t written chronologically

· Trying to match up prophets to kings. 

· Bible is put into categories. 

Israel has become a divided nation (map here)

· Northern Kingdom is called Israel

· Southern Kingdom is called Judah

208 years history is happening. 

· 38 Kings (33 did ‘Evil in the eyes of the Lord)
· 5 Kings had a heart for God and tried to things His way.

The Kings are not working out too well for Israel and Judah

· rebellion

· idolatry 

· pride

9 prophets :  watchmen, messengers

“Look, you’re not doing things God’s way and here’s what’s going to happen.  If you continue on this path that you’re on, destruction is going to come.”
9 times God sends them over a 200 year period.

· People ignore them. 
2 Chronicles 36:15-16 – The Lord, the God of their ancestors, repeatedly sent his prophets to warn them, for he had compassion on his people and his Temple.  But the people mocked these messengers of God and despised their words.
· . One version “They called them idiots”
· Over and over and over and over and over and over and over and over and over.

Eventually God has enough.  
· God has great compassion but they continued their own way.

· God’s anger “could no longer be contained.”

Northern Kingdom is destroyed. 
· Assyrian army has been flexing muscles throughout whole region.

· This is an army with 185,000 soldiers at the minimum that we know of. 

There is really NO CHANCE on paper for Israel to win.  

· BUT if they had looked to God, if God fought for them, protected them – they would have been okay. 

Samaria (the capital) is overtaken and the Israelites scattered throughout Assyria.  (They become homeless). 

Southern Kingdom is watching. 
· What are they thinking when you are watching this unfold?
(Parent Illustration – Red Dawn - Wolverines) 
· “This time they mean it.”

· God is done warning you.

Enter Isaiah…
Look at Isaiah 2:6-12 (Read it sometime) 
· God is warning Judah by using Israel as an example. 

“The Lord has rejected the people of Israel because they have made alliances with foreigners from the East, who practice magic and divination just like the Philistines. Israel has vast treasures of silver and gold, many horses and chariots.”
· These people had been blessed by God. 
But “their land is filled with idols; the people bow down and worship these things that they have made. So now everyone will be humbled and brought low” and the Lord cannot simply ignore their sins. “Crawl into the caves and the rocks and hide from the terror of the Lord and the glory of his majesty! The day is coming when your pride will be brought low and the Lord alone will be exalted. And in that day the Lord Almighty will punish the proud, bringing them down to the dust.”
And Isaiah says, “The Lord cannot simply ignore their sins. God in His justice can’t just pretend like everything’s okay.” 
· He can’t pretend like Israel… “No big deal.” 
· That eventually God acts and He brings down the proud and the idolatrous.
Isaiah’s warning was the example of Israel. 
IN scripture, we see God’s warning in different ways. 

1. Give us His Word at just the right time to get our attention. 

· For some of you, that time is right now. 
· Maybe you weren’t planning on coming to church. 


· But you are here. 

· You’re not even sure why. 

Some of you are here because there is an area of your life where God is trying…
· To get your attention. 

· You are on a path that is leading to some serious heartache. 

· If you listen and respond now…

· Not next week

· Not Next month

· God’s grace will spare you a lot of heartache. 
· You know who you are and what it is… it’s no accident. 

(Teaching Pastor illustration from SHUMC – “Don’t teach on that!!”)
· It’s God! 

· Not bugging your phones (Or so you think)

2. Example of others. 
Others who have gone down that path you are thinking about. 

· Eyes to see
· “Here’s where all this is leading. Here is where this is going.”

· Mom or Dad’s path

· Someone else’s path (YOUTH MINISTRY).

“Okay God, I’m going to do things differently” – “Going your way”
Isaiah points out things to Judah. 

So, here’s what happens…
· Assyrian army turns its attention toward Judah. 

· 185,000 strong ready to take down the Southern Kingdom.
· Looks like the same thing could happen.  

X-Factor – King Hezekiah. 

· 25 years old. 
· Had a heart for the Lord

· He did some things throughout the Land that brought God’s favor.  (Removed all the idols from the land)

· Spared God’s wrath in Judah and in his own life. 

Assyrians come knocking on the door!

· Everybody is afraid! (MORE LIKE TERRIFIED)
Hezekiah speaks to them (a lot like Joshua)

“Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or discouraged because of the king of Assyria and the vast army with him, for there is a greater power with us than with him. With him is only the arm of flesh, but with us is the Lord our God to help us and to fight our battles.”  - 2 Chronicles 32:7-8
· 370,000 arms but they are just arms of flesh! 

· God is with us. 

Assyrians are trying to take Judah peacefully. 

· Avoid bloodshed.
King Sennacherib (Sa Knock er rib)

· Sends messengers to the capitol of Jerusalem

· Talks to them in their language 

“Surely you must realize that I and the other kings of Assyria before me have done…what we have done to all the people of the earth. Were any of the gods of those nations able to rescue their people from my power? Which of their gods was able to rescue its people from the destructive power of my predecessors? What makes you think your god can rescue you from me? Don’t let Hezekiah deceive you. Don’t let him fool you like this. I say it again, no god of any nation or kingdom has ever yet been able to rescue his people from me or my ancestors. How much less will your god rescue you from my power?” 
What makes you think your God can save you from my strength and my power?”
He tells them a LIE about God can do and what God can’t do…
(The Enemy)…

· Huge army camped outside your doors. 

· Odds seem impossible. 

His voice…

“Not even God can rescue from that…”
· The divorce papers have been served. 
· The uneasy look in your doctor’s eyes. 

· The “We need to talk” from your boss. 

· Some addiction you find yourself in (that no one knows about)

· Some event that has you on the edge of life as you know it. 

So, for a lot of us, we live our lives in fear instead of faith. 
I want you to see what King Hezekiah does. 
(This is a hugely significant verse)

“King Hezekiah and the prophet Isaiah son of Amoz cried out in prayer to heaven about this…” 2 Chronicles 32:20
· They cry out in desperation to God. 

· “Hey, we need some help.”

· “Rescue Us”

If the army is outside your door, this is what you need to be doing.

And I love the conclusion of the matter in verse 21. 

Vs. 21 – And the Lord sent an angel, who annihilated all the fighting men and the leaders and officers in the camp of the Assyrian king. So he withdrew to his own land in disgrace. 
· The end. 
· No fight
· No war 
· No battle
God knows our struggle and responds to faith. 
Judah would go on to be at peace as long as Hezekiah lived.

And Isaiah…
· Would tell of how Judah would eventually fall. 
But Isaiah would also talk and prophesy about something that would be the ultimate “game changer” for all time.  

· The coming of the Messiah. 

· Jesus

Finally God’s justice and judgment on sinful man would meet God’s mercy at the cross.  We talk a lot about it around here, Grace. 
God paid the price for everyone’s freedom… once and for all. 

“If God is for us, who can be against us?” – Romans 8:31
The enemy comes in new ways with the same old lies…
For those of us in Christ, I want to give you a few words about yourself that are possible because of what Jesus Christ did for you on the cross.  

For those who aren’t in a relationship with Christ, these could be yours today, this very moment by giving your life to Him. 
Accepted
· You’re accepted 
· By the creator of the Universe

· I fought my whole life to be accepted… 

· Impress people I don’t care about.

· Do or be to be accepted.

Just someone who is crazy about Jesus because He accepted me. 
Not based on our performance

But what Jesus did on the cross. 
Beautiful
· Heart of every woman. – “Am I beautiful?”
· Little girls all through life.

· Most don’t feel this way. (3 reasons)
· Something you have done in the past.
· Something done to you in the past. 
· Comparing yourself to a younger version of yourself or to someone on a magazine that really doesn’t exist anyway.  

· Daughter of the King

· This is how He sees you. 

· Princess that has a seat at the King’s table… always…always. 

New
· Tired of me.  
· Change me, fix me up. 

Myth:  Jesus fixes me up. 

Jesus made me new.  
I wasn’t a bad person that needed to do good things. 

I was a dead person that needed to be brought to life. 

This is all because of God’s great grace… 

Let’s stand for prayer (ask the Elders to come forward)

Pray. 
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