4-5-15 Easter Sermon Notes


Easter Message:  The Hinge of History

Speaker:  Ronnie Norman, Senior Minister

1.  Did The Resurrection Really Happen?
12 Facts

1. Jesus died by crucifixion

2. Jesus was buried afterwards

3. Jesus’ death caused immediate despair in his followers

4. Tomb of Jesus found empty

5. Disciples claimed literal appearances of Jesus

6. Disciples transformed from timid to bold

7. Message of resurrection was central
8. Message proclaimed in Jerusalem

9. The church was born

10. Sunday was the special day of worship

11. James, brother of Jesus, converted from skepticism
12. Paul converted by claimed appearance of risen Jesus
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1 Corinthians 15:3-6

3 For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas, and then to the Twelve. 6 After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers and sisters at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep.
2.  What Does The Resurrection Mean For Us?
A.  God is eager to forgive you.
Romans 4:25

Jesus was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to life for our justification.

Romans 10:9

If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.
B.  God is eager to help you.
Ephesians 1:18-20

18 I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, 19 and his incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is the same as the mighty strength 20 he exerted when he raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms,

C.  God is eager to throw a victory party.
1 Corinthians 15:51-57

51 Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed— 52 in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 53 For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. 54 When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: “Death has been swallowed up in victory.”

55 “Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?”
56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

