4-3-16 Sermon Notes


Series:  Coming Attractions
Speaker: Ronnie Norman

Today:  Heaven is For Real?

C.S. Lewis

"There is no need to be worried by facetious people who try to make the Christian hope of heaven ridiculous by saying they do not want to spend eternity playing harps. The answer to such people is if they cannot understand books written for grownups, they should not talk about them.

All the Scripture imagery: harps, crowns, gold and so on is, of course, a symbolical attempt to express the inexpressible. People who take these symbols literally, might as well think that when Christ told us to be like doves, he meant that we were to lay eggs."

1. Most important fact:  Heaven is the eternal promise of God for His people.  

John 14:1-3

Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God[a]; believe also in me. 2 My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.

2 Corinthians 5:1, 7

For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, an eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands. 
7 For we live by faith, not by sight. 8 We are confident, I say, and would prefer to be away from the body and at home with the Lord.
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2.  What about NDEs?

3.  What Changes When Heaven Is For Real To Me?

A.  My Value of Things.

Matthew 6:19

 “...Store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy...” 

B.  My View Of People.
2 Corinthians 5:20

“We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God.” 

C.  My Perseverance Through Trouble.
Romans 8:18

“I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.” 

Revelation 21:4

“He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away. He who was seated on the throne said, ‘I am making everything new!’” 
4.  How Do I Get to Heaven?

Ephesians 2:8-9

“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith --and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God-- not by works, so that no one can boast.” 

Revelation 22:17

“The Spirit and the bride say, ‘Come!’ And let him who hears say, ‘Come!’

Whoever is thirsty, let him come; and whoever wishes, let him take the free gift of the water of life.” 
Romans 6:23

“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

