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· To live in conformity with what I believe, in spite of what I feel, is not hypocrisy; it's integrity.

1.  A Preoccupation With Image Is A Dangerous Road.
A.  Dangerous to you
Psalms 32:3

When I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all day long.

B.  Dangerous for others
*  The gap between image and reality creates confusion.

Mark 2:17

…It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.

2.  There Is A Better Way.
Matthew 23:25, 25-27

Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You clean the outside of the cup and dish, but inside they are full of greed and self-indulgence. (27) Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites!

You are like white-washed tombs, which look beautiful on the outside but on the inside are full of dead men’s bones and everything unclean. In the same way, on the outside you appear to people as righteous but on the inside you are full of hypocrisy and wickedness.

1 Samuel 16:7

But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. The Lord does not look at the things people look at. People look at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.

Matthew 23:26

Blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup and dish...

· Image must never matter more than character.
3.  To Pursue An Authentic Life We Choose To Be… 
A.  Honest with ourselves. 

Psalm 139:23-24

Search me, O God, and know my anxious thoughts. Point out anything in me that offends you, and lead me along the path of everlasting life.

Hebrew 4:12-13

For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper than the sharpest two-edged sword, cutting between soul and spirit, between joint and marrow. It exposes our innermost thoughts and desires. Nothing in all creation is hidden from God. Everything is naked and exposed before his eyes, and he is the one to whom we are accountable.

B.  Honest to God
1 John 1:6-9

6 If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live out the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.

8 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.

C.  Honest with Others.

Psalm 141:4-5

Don’t let me drift toward evil or take part in acts of wickedness. Don’t let me share in the delicacies of those who do wrong. Let the godly strike me! If they correct me, it is soothing medicine. Don’t let me refuse it.

James 5:16

Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective.

Bonhoeffer 

“He who is alone with his sin is utterly alone.  It may be that Christians, notwithstanding corporate worship, common prayer, and all their fellowship in service, may still be left to their loneliness.  The final break-through to fellowship does not occur, because, though they have fellowship with one another as believers and as devout people, they do not have fellowship as sinners… So we remain alone with our sin, living in lies and hypocrisy.  

But it is the grace of the Gospel, which is so hard for the pious to understand, that it confronts us with the truth and says: You are a sinner, a great, desperate sinner; now come, as the sinner that you are, to God who loves you.” 

This message is liberation through truth.  You can hide nothing from God.  The mask you wear before men will do you no good before Him.  He wants to see you as you are, He wants to be gracious to you.  You do not have to go on lying to yourself and your brothers, as if you were without sin; you can dare to be a sinner.  Thank God for that; He loves the sinner but He hates sin…

In confession the break-through to community takes place. The more isolated a person is, the more destructive will be the power of sin over him, and the more deeply he becomes involved in it, the more disastrous is his isolation.  
In confession the light of the Gospel breaks into darkness and seclusion of the heart.  The sin must be brought into the light.  

Since the confession of sin is made in the presence of a Christian brother, the last stronghold of self-justification is abandoned.  The sinner surrenders; he gives up all his evil.  He gives his heart to God, and he finds the forgiveness of all his sin in the fellowship of Jesus Christ and his brother.

The expressed, acknowledged sin has lost all its power.

