3-15-15 Sermon Notes


Series:  Crazy Love
Today:  Loving God

Speaker:  Ronnie Norman, Senior Minister 

1.  Loving God is your absolute first priority.

Mark 12:29-31

29 “The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 30 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ 31 The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no commandment greater than these.”
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2.  Loving God has significant competition
1 John 2:15-16

15 Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, love for the Father is not in them. 16 For everything in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—comes not from the Father but from the world.
3.  Loving God has tangible implications.
A.  You aim to please Him fully and only.

1 John 2:3-5

3 We know that we have come to know him if we keep his commands. 4 Whoever says, “I know him,” but does not do what he commands is a liar, and the truth is not in that person. 5 But if anyone obeys his word, love for God is truly made complete in them.

B.  You love your brothers and sisters as God loves you.  

1 John 4:19-21

19 We love because he first loved us. 20 Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother or sister is a liar. For whoever does not love their brother and sister, whom they have seen, cannot love God, whom they have not seen. 21 And he has given us this command: Anyone who loves God must also love their brother and sister.

4.  How do I nurture my love for God?
A.  It begins with this.

1 John 4:19

We love because he first loved us.

B.  You acknowledge the competition and resist it.
C.  You ask the Holy Spirit for breakthrough.

Romans 5:5

… God’s love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.
D.  You take next steps of obedience in one of these four areas:  emotion, prayer, intellect, or energy.  

“ Love the Lord your God with all your emotions and with all your prayers and with all your intellect and with all your energy.”
