Sermon Notes 5-10-15 Mother’s Day


Message Title: Leaving a Spiritual Legacy

Speaker: Casey Farris

Mother’s Day Welcome

Intro

Memorials in DC. What would it take to get one of those. Those men and women left a legacy. What do we need to do to leave a legacy with the next generation? What are they going to stop and say at my statue. 
What am I doing today that will be around 230 years from now.
Today I want to focus on leaving our spiritual legacy with our kids. 
Deuteronomy 6 
1 These are the commands, decrees and laws the Lord your God directed me to teach you to observe in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to possess, 2 so that you, your children and their children after them may fear the Lord your God as long as you live by keeping all his decrees and commands that I give you, and so that you may enjoy long life. 

4 Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.[a] 5 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. 6 These commandments that I give you today are to be on your hearts. 7 Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 8 Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. 9 Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates.
Psalm 127:4-5
Like arrows in the hands of a warrior are children born in one’s youth. Blessed is the man whose quiver is full of them. They will not be put to shame when they contend with their opponents in court

Two things to start with in order to leave a spiritual legacy.
We must Be Intentional
Must be intentional! But it is so hard to be intentional and disciplined.  Baseball lessons. Spiritual lessons. “I hope mentality”
We must be intentional and we must start now. 

Can't wait til the cement is dry to try and mold them. 
Birth-13 is the most influential time in a child’s life. 
Proverbs 22:6
6 Start children off on the way they should go,
    and even when they are old they will not turn from it.

Establish Core Values

Core values, too busy and no real direction. If we have it, it is often times for the wrong stuff. 

What are we good at. What is our focus and vision? Core values

Rivers and flood are both bodies of water. Rivers are useful in many ways. Floods damage. The difference? Focus. Must channel our family, our time and our money toward one focused vision.
Picture of child growing up?
We need to get a better understanding of the children we are raising. 

Dr. Tim Elmore calls the next generation “Artificially mature”
They have cognitive maturity but are developmentally behind.
This new generation of youth are over exposed to information far earlier than they are ready. Under exposed to experiences far later than they are ready. 

Growing older but not up. Have you seen this?
Next we need to understand what our culture is teaching our kids. 

Our Culture today teaches…
1.Speed slow is bad. Whatever happened to “Good things come to those who wait.” 
2.Convenience. Hard is bad 
(Kids doing hard math story)

Kids don't want to start at the bottom and work up. 
We must teach them to Perseverance in Difficulty and finish strong.

Adversity is a reality of life. It’s not whether or not it’s going to hit, but how we respond when it does. Finishing strong will train them to keep pushing forward when faced with times of trial. We are more apt to rise to meet the challenge set before us. Our muscle memory will know no other option other than “keep going.” Dogging it breeds quitting; finishing breeds toughness and perseverance.

3.Entertainment. Boring is bad
4.Nurture. Risk is bad 
We save them too much. Risk musts be taken with a safety net.

Preston-toddler years walking.

Four huge mistakes parents make

Risk too little

Rescue too quickly

Rave too easily

Reward too frequently

Need to learn to fall, fail and fight through
Struggle gives the strength to fly.
5.Entitlement. Labor is bad. 

4 Things the next generation needs.
1.We must teach them to have character and integrity.
Character is doing the right thing when nobody's looking. There are too many people who think that the only thing that's right is to get by, and the only thing that's wrong is to get caught. ~J.C. Watts

Often our kids grow up doing what is right so they don’t get in trouble. In order to teach true character we must teach them to get God involved in their decisions. 
The right thing and the hard thing are usually the same thing. My mom would say…”you better not ever let me catch you…” Joseph story. Gen 39
If you have integrity, nothing else matters. If you don't have integrity, nothing else matters. ~Alan Simpson
2.They need for us to spend time with them.
Kids spell love…T.I.M.E.

James Dobson says we must “Steal time with our kids”.
Spend time with your kids…quantity time vs. quality time. “Daddy I love you here!”
Spending time with children is more important than spending money on children.  
Enjoy the little things in your child’s life. One day you will look back and they will all be big things.
3. They need boundaries set for them.
Think equip not shield. Boundaries are not saying no to everything
We need to train them to make good decisions. When they have the opportunity to make these decisions we will not be there. 
We build them fences now. They will tear down our fence and build their own. Want them to be close to ours. 

4. They need honest feedback.
Scared to give feedback because we will hurt self-esteem. My job is to help you become a young man/woman God has called you to be. 
When they make a mistake we must separate actions from the person. . “You are a good dude…that was a bad decision.” Take responsibilities for your actions and accept consequences. And then learn from their mistakes. Kids making mistakes does not scare me, kids making the same mistakes over and over and not learning scares me.  
Childhood and adolescent messages

Childhood

You are loved

Unique

Gifts

Safe

Valuable

Adolescents

Life is difficult

You are not in control

You are not that important

You are not bullet proof. You are going to die

Your life is not all about you. 

Closing
Your greatest contribution to the kingdom of God may not be something you do but someone you raise. 
