Sermon Notes 10-27-13


R.S.V.P. – Answering God’s Call On Your Life
Today:  Tough Calls

Speaker: Ronnie Norman
Jeremiah 1:7

But the Lord said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am too young.’ You must go to everyone I send you to and say whatever I command you.

Jeremiah 1:19

They will fight against you but will not overcome you, for I am with you and will rescue you,” declares the Lord.

Jeremiah 19:10-11

10 “Then break the jar while those who go with you are watching, 11 and say to them, ‘This is what the Lord Almighty says: I will smash this nation and this city just as this potter’s jar is smashed and cannot be repaired.
Jeremiah 20

7 You deceived me, Lord, and I was deceived; you overpowered me and prevailed. I am ridiculed all day long; everyone mocks me.
8 Whenever I speak, I cry out proclaiming violence and destruction. So the word of the Lord has brought me insult and reproach all day long.
14 Cursed be the day I was born! May the day my mother bore me not be blessed!
15 Cursed be the man who brought my father the news, who made him very glad, saying, “A child is born to you—a son!”
18 Why did I ever come out of the womb to see trouble and sorrow and to end my days in shame?

7 You deceived me, Lord, and I was deceived; you overpowered me and prevailed. I am ridiculed all day long; everyone mocks me.

9 But if I say, “I will not mention his word or speak anymore in his name,” his word is in my heart like a fire, a fire shut up in my bones.
Jeremiah 38:6

So they took Jeremiah and put him into the cistern of Malkijah, the king’s son, which was in the courtyard of the guard. They lowered Jeremiah by ropes into the cistern; it had no water in it, only mud, and Jeremiah sank down into the mud.
1.  Five Observations
A.  Sometimes serving Jesus is a tough call.
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B.  Sometimes work is a tough call.

C.  Sometimes marriage is a tough call.

D.  Sometimes parenting is a tough call.

E.  At all times, calls vary in degree of difficulty.  

Lamentations 3:19-23

19 I remember my affliction and my wandering, the bitterness and the gall.
20 I well remember them, and my soul is downcast within me.
21 Yet this I call to mind and therefore I have hope:
22 Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail.
23 They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.
24 I say to myself, “The Lord is my portion; therefore I will wait for him.”
2.  Two Questions

A.  Are you willing to accept tough calls from God?

B.  Are you ready to bounce back?  

2 Timothy 4:11

Get Mark and bring him with you, because he is helpful to me in my ministry.
