12-22-13 Sermon Notes


Message Series:  Cast of Christmas
Today:  The World’s Most Influential Person

Speaker: Ronnie Norman
 
Christmas Card photo of my family
 
Two funny Christmas photos I didn’t use last week
 
"Regardless of what anyone may personally think or believe about him, Jesus of Nazareth has been the dominant figure in the history of Western Culture for almost 20 centuries. If it were possible, with some sort of super magnet, to pull up out of history every scrap of metal bearing at least a trace of his name, how much would be left?" -- Yale historian Jeroslav Pelikan
 
1.  The Incredible Influence of Jesus Christ
A. Children
* slide #14 from It’s a Wonderful Life PP
B.  Education
·      slide 18 from It’s a Wonderful Life
·      Photo of CCA
·      Harvard University sign
“This most beautiful system of the sun, planets and comets, could only proceed from the counsel and dominion of an intelligent and powerful Being.” – Sir Isaac Newton
C.  Humanitarian Reform
 
Photo of a woman
 
Photo of a poor person who some thing that pictures poverty
 
Photo of hospitals with a Christian name (St. Luke’s, Methodist, Good Samaritan, etc)
 
Colossians 3:11
In this new life, it doesn’t matter if you are a Jew or a Gentile, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbaric, uncivilized, slave, or free. Christ is all that matters, and he lives in all of us.
D.  Forgiveness
 
E.  Our Nation
Slides # 19, 20 and 21 from It’s a Wonderful Life
F.  Humility
 
Professor Edwin Judge - “The idea that we are attracted to humble people comes entirely from the Christian tradition.”
 
Philippians 2
5 In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus:
6 Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage;
7 rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.
8 And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death—even death on a cross!
9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name,
10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
 
2.  Have You Personally Opened the Door?
 
Revelation 3:20
“Look! I stand at the door and knock. If you hear my voice and open the door, I will come in, and we will share a meal together as friends.
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