Sermon Notes 3-23-14


Message Series:  The Story

Today:  The Battle Begins, Chapter 7
Speaker: Ronnie Norman
Summary:  This section of The Story is about the nation of Israel entering, conquering and claiming their inheritance, the Promised Land of Canaan.

Joshua 1:1-9, The Story, pp 89-90

After the death of Moses the servant of the Lord, the Lord said to Joshua son of Nun, Moses’ aide: 2 “Moses my servant is dead. Now then, you and all these people, get ready to cross the Jordan River into the land I am about to give to them—to the Israelites. 3 I will give you every place where you set your foot, as I promised Moses. 

Inheritance – 49

Land - 80
· What God wants to give, we must be willing to take.

· Possessing your inheritance will require battle. 

1.  Be Strong and Courageous

A.  Take courage as you stand on God’s promises.

5 No one will be able to stand against you all the days of your life. As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will never leave you nor forsake you. 6 Be strong and courageous, because you will lead these people to inherit the land I swore to their ancestors to give them.

Joshua 21:43-45

43 So the Lord gave Israel all the land he had sworn to give their ancestors, and they took possession of it and settled there. 44 The Lord gave them rest on every side, just as he had sworn to their ancestors. Not one of their enemies withstood them; the Lord gave all their enemies into their hands. 45 Not one of all the Lord’s good promises to Israel failed; every one was fulfilled.

B.  Take courage as you are guided by God’s words.

7 “Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may be successful wherever you go. 8 Keep this Book of the Law always on your lips; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful.
C.  Take courage because our great God is with you.

 9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.”

2.  Some of God’s heroes didn’t have strong beginnings.  

Joshua 2:1; The Story, p. 90

Then Joshua son of Nun secretly sent two spies from Shittim. “Go, look over the land,” he said, “especially Jericho.” So they went and entered the house of a prostitute named Rahab and stayed there.

3.  If you are willing to be foolishly obedient, God can use you to make His name famous. 

Joshua 6:1-2, The Story, p. 92

Now the gates of Jericho were securely barred because of the Israelites. No one went out and no one came in.

2 Then the Lord said to Joshua, “See, I have delivered Jericho into your hands, along with its king and its fighting men. 

Joshua 6:20, The Story, p. 93

When the trumpets sounded, the army shouted, and at the sound of the trumpet, when the men gave a loud shout, the wall collapsed; so everyone charged straight in, and they took the city.

4.  Everyone here has spiritual choices to make today.  

Joshua 24:14-15, The Story, p. 101

14 “Now fear the Lord and serve him with all faithfulness… choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve … But as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.”

“I will never leave you”

