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Now what I am commanding you today is not too difficult for you or beyond your reach….No, the word is very near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart so you may obey it...Now choose life, so that you and your children may live and that you may love the Lord your God, listen to his voice, and hold fast to him. For the Lord is your life. (Deuteronomy 30:11, 14, 19)

1.
I Love You.

The Lord said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard them crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their suffering. So I have come down to rescue them…” (Exodus 3:7-8) 


Long ago God spoke many times and in many ways to our ancestors through the prophets.  And now in these final days, he has spoken to us through his Son…The Son radiates God’s own glory and expresses the very character of God. (Hebrews 1: 1-2) 

· His Love is Personal
Because they love me, my Father will love them. And I will love them and reveal myself to each of them. (John 14:21)


I stand at the door and knock.  If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me. 
(Revelation 3:20)

· His love is unconditional.


Matthew invited Jesus and his disciples to his home as dinner guests, along with many tax collectors and other notorious sinners. (There were many people of this kind among Jesus’ followers.) 





(Mark 3:15)

“Why does he eat with such scum?”
 When Jesus heard this, he told them, “Healthy people don’t need a doctor—sick people do. I have come to call not those who think they are righteous, but those who know they are sinners.”  (Mark 2:16, 17)
· His Love Never Ends. 

For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers,  neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 8:38)
2. Follow Me, I Know Where I Am Going. 
 
As he walked along, he saw Matthew… sitting at the tax collector’s booth. 


“Follow me,” Jesus told him, and Matthew got up and followed him. (Mark 2:14)
Disciple = Apprentice
 
Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  For my yoke is easy and my burden is light. (Matthew 11:28)


Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.


 (Matthew 11:28)

Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.  For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will find it.
 (Matthew 16:24, 25)
    Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples.  Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” (John 8:31)


Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. (Romans 12:2)
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3. Supper’s Ready.
  
On this mountain the Lord Almighty will prepare a feast of rich food for all peoples,
a banquet of aged wine—
the best of meats and the finest of wines.
On this mountain he will destroy
the shroud that enfolds all peoples,
the sheet that covers all nations;
he will swallow up death forever. (Isaiah 25: 6-8)
“The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the good news!” (Mark 1:15)

I stand at the door and knock.  If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me. (Revelation 3:20)

When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to them.  Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him….
(Luke 24:30, 31)

