Sermon Notes for 6-14-15


Today’s Message:  The Lure of the Dark Side
Speaker:  Ronnie Norman

1.  Even Jesus Experienced Times Of Temptation.
Matthew 4
1Then Jesus was led out into the wilderness by the Holy Spirit to be tempted there by the Devil. 2For forty days and forty nights he ate nothing and became very hungry. 3Then the Devil came and said to him, "If you are the Son of God, change these stones into loaves of bread."
4But Jesus told him, "No! The Scriptures say,

    `People need more than bread for their life;
        they must feed on every word of God.'[2] "
    5Then the Devil took him to Jerusalem, to the highest point of the Temple, 6and said, "If you are the Son of God, jump off! For the Scriptures say,

    `He orders his angels to protect you.
    And they will hold you with their hands
        to keep you from striking your foot on a stone.'[3] "
    7Jesus responded, "The Scriptures also say, `Do not test the Lord your God.'[4] "
8Next the Devil took him to the peak of a very high mountain and showed him the nations of the world and all their glory. 9"I will give it all to you," he said, "if you will only kneel down and worship me."
10"Get out of here, Satan," Jesus told him. "For the Scriptures say,

    `You must worship the Lord your God;
        serve only him.'[5] "
    11Then the Devil went away, and angels came and cared for Jesus.
2.  What We Learn from Jesus’ Temptations
A.  Jesus’ temptations were customized and yours will be too.

B.  Jesus’ temptations were shadow missions and yours will be too.

C.  Jesus’ temptations were insinuations saying, “if your Father really cared for you, this plan would be different.”

3.  Jesus Loves Me When I Fail

Luke 22:31-34

31"Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to have all of you, to sift you like wheat. 32But I have pleaded in prayer for you, Simon, that your faith should not fail. So when you have repented and turned to me again, strengthen and build up your brothers."
33Peter said, "Lord, I am ready to go to prison with you, and even to die with you."
34But Jesus said, "Peter, let me tell you something. The rooster will not crow tomorrow morning until you have denied three times that you even know me."
A. Every Christian will experience shocking failure.

B. I choose if failure has the last word.

C. Jesus can finish what he started in me.

Philippians 1:6

…being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.
