Sermon Notes 5-22-16


Message Series:  Obstacle Course

Today:  Taking Root & Bearing Fruit
Speaker: Ronnie Norman Senior Minister
· What obstacles stand between the gospel taking root and bearing fruit?

· Last week:  Hearers, but not doers, of Scripture
· Next week:  Doubt

Matthew 13:44-46

44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field.

45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. 46 When he found one of great value, he went away and sold everything he had and bought it.

1.  Fear of rejection
John 12 

42 Yet at the same time many even among the leaders believed in him. But because of the Pharisees they would not openly acknowledge their faith for fear they would be put out of the synagogue; 43 for they loved human praise more than praise from God.

2.  Love of money
Mark 4:19

… the worries of this life, the deceitfulness of wealth and the desires for other things come in and choke the word, making it unfruitful.

Matthew 6:24

No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.

· Myth:  my money is not a spiritual matter.

3.  Ghosts of past failures
2 Corinthians 2:7

Now, however, it is time to forgive and comfort him. Otherwise he may be overcome by discouragement.

1 John 1:8-9

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.
