Who Are You?  |  Missions Sunday 2014  |  Shane Gage
Good Morning / Welcome 

Mention Communication Cards / New Members
Prayer

Intro Section:  Who Are You?  

( list of questions – what defines you, where get identity…? )

Story of my daughter saying she was “almost born with brown skin”:

2 Slides –   
1) baby Ashley in village (2 pics);   

2) 6-year old Ashley with Ugandan kids (1 pic)

List of Scriptures – I will refer only, no slides
“So – our true identity is In Christ!

But have you ever had an identity crisis?”
Part One – Identity Crisis   (story)
“Let me tell you about mine …”
My greatest identity crisis came when I forgot who I was IN CHRIST.  And I had a good, healthy reminder of that time, last year.

For 11 years, from 1997 to 2008, I was a “Sent One” to Uganda,


Specifically sent by God from this church.

I loved the country of Uganda, loved the people


[[ SLIDES : Uganda people pics ]]
Loved walking/driving the hills


[[ SLIDES : Uganda village pics ]]
Loved my teammates, and working with the Ugandan leaders


[[ SLIDES : Shane with Ugandan leaders ]] 
I loved what I was doing, 

I KNEW that I was there by God’s calling, 

and that I was working in my strengths

Story of trip to Uganda last year, and how it brought back two “Identity Battles” from our Uganda mission years … 

1)  The identity lie that we’re defined by accomplishments, 

achievements, success, good things we do


2)  The identity lie that we’re defined by our failures, faults, 

mistakes

Story of our difficult return home from Uganda … 

“The Lord saw fit to give me a job here in Sugar Land as a manager of the local Chick-fil-A.”






[[ SLIDE : Chick-fil-A restaurant ]]
End of this section:  Story of repentant TV preacher interview … 

“The reporter asked the guy something @ his “fall from grace.”

And the preacher said that he didn’t agree with that term.”
He said:  
“I didn’t fall from grace, I fell into it.”     [[ SLIDE : quote ]]   
Part Two – Our True Identity In Christ  (teaching)
“And if our true identity is found IN CHRIST, then today on this Mission Sunday, I’d like to talk about two aspects of that identity in Christ that can absolutely impact our lives in a powerful way – 

- if we would just accept them and remember who we are …”

1)  In Christ, we are Saved Ones.

[[ SLIDE  ]]
 [[ SLIDES : Ephesians 2:1-4 (text below) ]]
( NOTE:  Just Show Slides – I will not be reading every word … )

“IN EPHESIANS CHAPTER TWO, IT SAYS:”

As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world…
All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following its desires and thoughts.
But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in sin — it is by grace you have been saved. 

[[ SLIDES : Ephesians 4:22-24 (text below) ]]
“LATER, IN CHAPTER 4 ,PAUL WRITES:”
You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires;

to be made new in the attitude of your minds; and to put on the new self … 
“We are broken one healed… made new in Christ… 


Invitation to eternal, full life, forgiveness, wholeness, new life…”

“When we came back from Uganda, in the midst of all that pain and struggle, I discovered a definition of my identity in Christ that has come to deeply resonate with me . . .”
“I am a beloved child of God in whom Christ dwells.”








[[ SLIDE ]]
LET’S SAY IT ALL TOGETHER: 

“I am a beloved child of God in whom Christ dwells!”

Question:  Are you a “saved one, in Christ?”

(Invitation for non-Christians to talk to us about becoming saved.)

VIDEO:  Steve Cornelson testimony   (1:40 long)


“We are SAVED ONES, because of who we are IN CHRIST …


Jesus invites us to come to Him.


But he also invites us to join his cause, his mission.

 … Because of our identity in Christ we are also SENT ONES.”
2)  In Christ, we are Sent Ones.

[[ SLIDE ]]
*  Jesus says, “Come to me,” and he ALSO says, 
“Go in my name!”  
[[ SLIDES : Matt. 28:19-20 ]]
( NOTE:  Just Show Slides – I will refer to verse, but won’t read it all )

“And as you are going :  Bless others.  Represent Christ. 



Be a witness.  Tell them what he’s done in your life.

Let your TRUE identity IN CHRIST be on display!


He said:  As you go into all the nations – teach them about me – 

baptize them in my name … and he also said: I am WITH you!”

“We are SAVED ONES and SENT ONES.

We’ve been RESCUED – 
 –  and we’re now RECRUITED to the RESCUE MISSION.”

“CHECK OUT TABLES IN LOBBY with GO TRIPS info” … 

We go as “Sent Ones” – around the world and right next door.

How do we do it?
HOW do we GO next door … ?
I want you to also consider these

 
(( this will be quick … ))
Three tools for living on-mission as Sent Ones:


[[ SLIDE/Build: list of 3 tools ]]
1) Prayer List – 3 people to pray for weekly
( can write in your OOW now … )  
* As sent ones, we pray for those who don’t know the Lord!

2) Write out Your Testimony
It doesn’t have to be perfect, smooth, or preachy …

… It just needs to be genuine, and be YOUR STORY!


( “one last tool for our missions toolbox is … a map” )
3) Neighborhood Map  
   
* As missionaries in Uganda, we were prayerful & intentional 

about what we were doing.


MAP OF:  - Physical Location   - Spiritual Location





[[ SLIDE: Uganda church clusters map ]]
*  In the same way, we need to map out our mission fields here in America, in our neighborhoods… 



- Draw it out on paper … ( can use something like this! )





[[ SLIDE: Neighborhood Map ]]



- Who are your neighbors…?



Names – Do you know them?   ( so you can pray … )

* Praying for our neighbors and friends by name
How you can pray for them – 

- -  Their felt needs & concerns


- -  The deeper things: hopes, dreams, fears, etc.


*  Relationship moving from: 
strangers to acquaintances to friends.

( Wrapping Up … )

WHO ARE YOU?

· Do you see yourself as a “Saved One” and a “Sent One”?

· As a Beloved Child Of God, In Whom Christ Dwells ?

· Will we remember who we are In Christ, and live out our true identity?

· Will we remember that … 
· We are saved ones and we are sent ones!
· Jesus says “come to me”, and “go in my name”

· Etc…
TRANSITION TO : MISSION OFFERING / UGANDA VIDEO 
1) Feel free to give extra …

2) Will watch a video from the Uganda team …

3) Prayer  /  Thank you for giving  /  Let’s watch as we give … 

INTRO TO PRAYER TIME … 
I recently read a wonderful quote:


[[ SLIDE :  photo/quote ]] 
 “The glorious reality of the gospel is this:  Christ changes everything.  God hasn’t just given us the break we needed; He’s given us the IDENTITY we needed.”     

At the cross of Christ … 

     *  We not only find salvation
     *  We also discover our new identity as Saved Ones and Sent Ones In Christ!
One author wrote:

On your deathbed you won't be asking for your report card, resume, your list of friends, or a scale.  In the end, what you desperately need/hope to see is Jesus, saying, “He’s one of mine”, “She’s mine!” 
Call up prayer leaders …   


*  No matter where you’re at, Jesus says, “come to me.”
* “Let’s pray together” … 

*  PRAYER TIME / SONG

END PRAYER TIME (with short prayer if needed) …
Pick up COMMUNICATION CARDS … 
PROMOS …   ( baby dedication / Christmas service & Winter’s Eve / Story Celebration )
“Greg/Carman & Team will now SEND US OUT with one final song” … 
